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Straited Space

Every place is a phenomenon of its own; the relationship between
public and private spaces is often confused, especially with the
introduction of the different complex functions of each space. In
every piece of architecture one can notice that although different
spaces are separated and labelled as private and public, they
often link to each other in different ways. As mentioned in The
Phenomenon of Place by Christian Norberg-Schul, it is not the
actual location but rather is it the invisible boundaries that define
that space in one’s own experiential memory. One can go to
his/her childhood home only to find out that it is not there any-
more, however as you walk through the neighbourhood, sur-
rounding houses, paths and routes; all this make the definition of
space as defined as the genius loci. Architecture remains far
beyond the built form, it is about the experience which defines
the spirit of a certain place. As previously analyzed in the form
section the main goal was to design a meeting hub for students
from Art, Teaching, and Computer Engineering backgrounds that
who come to eat, socialize and exchange ideas. The space itself
was meant to create a common ground in a building that is meant
to host different schools of thought of three vastly different disci-
plines; and the question remains, how can the architect reach that
effect successfully?

In my opinion J. Meyers' approach was to capture that experience
by relating to the common act that joins almost all creatures on
earth, that being is the intimate act of eating. Therefore, by creat-
ing a wide and open eating space that is visible to the outside
street, the architect attempts to blur the boundaries between
what is referred to as public and private space. The main goal
could be to inspire the users to break their routine behaviour and
attempt to behave differently inside the canteen. Therefore the
potential to mix between people of different backgrounds is
greatly enhanced.
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The relationship between architecture and space is no longer
similar to that of the past as being a simple and intimate relation-
ship. The definition of space is becoming more and more com-
plex as human civilization advance, and in many ways architec-
ture is becoming the medium, but no longer the medium and the
message. By referring to the intriguing article from the technique
section by McLuhan which | quote “The western world is implod-
ing. During the mechanical age we had extended our bodies
through space. Today more than a century of electric technology,
we have extended our central nervous system itself in a global
embrace, abolishing both space and time as far as our planet is
concerned”. The future users of this canteen will not necessarily
use the space in the same way their senior colleagues did in 5-7
years earlier, hence, definition of private and public space needs
to be substantially and continuously redefined. One challenge to
the future architect in resolving that dilemma is studying and
analyzing the effects that technological devices bring to a public
space, such as that of the canteen. A user from the digital genera-
tion could be sitting in the most advanced forms of public spaces
(i.e. canteen, coffee shop, subway) and yet he/she is able to live in
his/her own private space. Through the use of laptops and smart
phones one can converse with an old friend in a different conti-
nent and never cross sight with the person physically situated
across the table. In essence, Mayer’s simple approach of mixing
private and public might be effective for the time being, how-
ever, such simplistic method is proven not to be sustainable for
the coming future.
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On cultural levels, the future architect needs to be more analytical
than ever as there is no effective way of projecting the future oc-
cupier of that canteen. Walking the halls of Mensa Karlsruhe; one
for example can come across two exchange students from Africa
talking in Zulu language and at the same time conversing across
the table in German with another exchange student from China.
The world is mixing in a rapid pace on many different levels, and
architecture is expected and must be able to effectively respond
to that change. In my opinion the architect of the 21st century is
obligated to redefine space in a way that speaks the universal lan-
guage of design; and in a way that relates to humanity in general
terms rather than specific cultural and social terms.
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